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Irish stakeholders' view on dairy sheep welfare priorities and PLF tools 
 
There have been two national workshops held in Ireland, to date, for the TechCare project. The first 
workshop had 19 participants and was held online on 14th May 2021. The workshop focused on welfare 
issues and priorities affecting the Irish sheep farming industry. Participants brought a lot of experience to 
the discussion with representatives from the farming, advisory, research, veterinary, press and industry 
sectors. The prioritization of sheep welfare issues by the stakeholders for a semi-extensive system was as 

follows, in order of prioritization: 1) 
mortality rate, 2) lameness and 3) 
nutrition (under- or over-); for an 
extensive system: 1) nutrition (under- or 
over-), 2) poor maternal relationship and 
3) mortality rate. For the second national 
workshop held online on 1st October 
2021, precision farming tools that could 
potentially help manage some of the 
previously identified welfare concerns 
were identified and presented to the 

stakeholders for their feedback. Ten stakeholders took part in the second national workshop. The 
potential PLF tools presented were: EID reader (low frequency), EID reader (UHF), accelerometer and geo-
localization, GPS and proximity sensor, weigh crate, weighing and auto-sorting system, environmental 
sensors (temperature, humidity) and weather station. Following the discussion of each tool, each delegate 
completed a poll consisting of 7 questions. The delegates identified EID readers (handheld), weigh crates 
and environment sensors as the 3 PLF tools that may have potential for improving animal welfare. Some 
also thought that the weather station has potential in some cases e.g. in an extensive system where the 
flock owner lives a distance from their flock. 
 
 


