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Context

• Sheep & Goats in Europe

• Challenging environments

• Varied production systems

• Important societal, environmental and cultural 

roles, especially in mountain areas 

• Labour issues

• Technology can improve production efficiency

• Technology & innovation uptake is slow

• Misconceptions about technologies

How to encourage uptake??
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How to encourage uptake?

1. Understand what farmers need

2. Propose technologies & innovative 

solutions that could help answer those 

needs

3. Provide information

Small Ruminant Technologies
 PLF and Digital technologies 

for small ruminants
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Technology needs & solutions

• National & 
international 
workshops

• Identify & 
prioritise

166 farmers’ 
needs

• National 
workshops

• Propose solutions 
to needs

60 solutions 
proposed • Transnational 

workshop
• Preferred 

solutions

30 innovative 
solutions
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30 prioritised solutions
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Cost-benefits analysis
• Costs:

– Initial set up
– Running costs
– Training requirements

• Benefits:
– Management
– Animal
– Technical
– Other

• Overall summary:
– Ease of use (1 – 10)
– Value for money (Y/N/Maybe)
– Recommendation (Y/N/Maybe)
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Costs
• Capital costs

25 out of 30 
technologies
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Costs
• Training requirements

26 out of 30 
technologies
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Benefits
• Management
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Benefits
• Animal, technical & other benefits
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Conclusions

• Innovative tools exist for sheep & goats systems
➢with many relevant for mountain environments

• Information on costs & benefits is crucial for 
improving uptake 
➢ informed decision making

• Training is still a big issue

• Appropriate for farming needs, systems & budget
➢20 out of 30 : good value for money

➢24 recommended for other types of small ruminant 
systems

www.smartplatform.network
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