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Integrating innovative TECHnologies along the value Chain
to improve small ruminant welfARE management

Press release 11 (March 2025)

TechCare last annual meeting in Sardinia, Italy

TechCare is a European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation project (grant no.
802050), involving nine countries — from Scandinavia to the Middle East —aiming to
revolutionise the use of precision technologies in sheep and goat farming. Led by Scotland’s
Rural College (SRUC), TechCare is the biggest study of its kind for small ruminants and is
focusing on improving management of welfare using digital technologies.

TechCare held its 4™ (and last) annual meeting in Alghero, Sardinia, on the 4" and 5% of
February 2025. Up to 40 people from the 19 consortium partners all met over the two days.
Partners from the UK (MRI, Breedr), France (IDELE, CNBL, INRAe), Italy (AGRIS, EAAP,
Abinsula), Israel (ARO, Spark), Norway (NIBIO), Spain (UAB, Oviaragon), Greece (ELGO-
DIMITRA) and Romania (BUAS), led by SRUC (UK), discussed the progress of the project over
the last 4 years, and focused on the activities for the last 6 months until the end (August
2025). Four advisory members (from Italy, Spain and the UK) also joined in the discussion (two
of them via Zoom) and gave their feedback to the project team. One of the TechCare PhD
students (Gili Mishal-Shalit) also presented their work on data analysis. The annual meeting
had been organised locally by the Italian partners from AGRIS and EAAP. The project has been
progressing well, with the welfare issues in small ruminant systems having been prioritised by
stakeholders at the start of the project, followed by an inventory of potential precision
livestock farming (PLF) tools that could help monitor or manage these welfare issues. Trials
and prototyping of some of the identified PLF tools on pilot farms and on experimental farms
are now complete and data exchanges and manipulation, to develop early warning systems,
are well underway. Deployment and further testing of the retained tools have been set up on
commercial farms in Europe (Ireland, France, Romania, Greece and Spain) and data is being
collected and used in the design of early warning systems. Business models are being
investigated by all partners’ stakeholders during national workshops, to help with preparing a
final blueprint. Discussions and feedback were essential at this stage, as we are entering the
last months of the project, with still a lot of activities to carry out, not least the organisation
of the final project conference on 17-18™ June in Brussels (keep the date!), which will be both
1|Page
European Union'sHortzon 2020 research

and innovation programme under grant
agreement No. 862050




SN Horizon 2020
Rl Programme

online and at the University Foundation. For more information and registration about the final
conference visit the webpage!

It was extremely beneficial to meet once again in person to ensure the whole consortium is
ready for the final steps of the project. Overall, a very fruitful last meeting for the project in
lovely Sardinia, and the wonderful hospitality of our Italian colleagues!

Dr Claire Morgan-Davies, SRUC, TechCare coordinator

Website: www.techcare-project.eu Social media: Twitter - Facebook - LinkedIn
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Some of the TechCare team members in Alghero (L-R: Liam Farrel (Breedr), Abdelali El Hadi (UAB), Francesco
Martini (Abinsula), Sotiris Patsios (ELGO), Gilles Lagriffoul (IDELE), Evangelia Sossidou (ELGO), Jean-Marc Gautier
(IDELE), Germain Tesniere (IDELE), llan Halachmi (ARO), Noemie Litalien (IDELE/CNBL), Shelemia
Nyamuryekung’e (NIBIO), Leticia Riaguas (Oviaragon), Ehud Ram (Spark), Cathy Dwyer (SRUC), Ludovic Czizster
(BUAS), Fiona Kenyon (MRI), Claire Alford (Breedr), Irene Llach (INRAe), Marlene Sciarretta (EAAP), Marco Acciaro
(Agris), Gerardo Caja (UAB), Lise Grgva (NIBIO), Andrea Frongia (Agris), Valeria Giovannetti (Agris), Grete
Jgrgensen (NIBIO), Gili Shalit Mishal (ARO), Victor Miguel (Oviaragon), Claire Morgan-Davies (SRUC - coordinator),
Riccardo Carelli (EAAP), Eliel Gonzalez-Garcia (INRAE), Mauro Decandia (Agris).
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https://techcare-project.eu/final-conference/
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